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6 IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS 

OF RESOURCES WHICH WOULD BE INVOLVED IN 

THE PROPOSED ACTION 

Implementation of the proposed action involves a commitment of a range of 
natural, physical, human and fiscal resources.  Land used in the construction of the 
proposed facility is considered an irreversible commitment during the time period that the 
land is being used for a highway facility.  However, if a greater need arises for use of the 
land or if the highway facility is no longer needed, the land can be converted to another 
use.  At present there is no reason to believe such a conversion will ever be necessary or 
desirable.   

Considerable use of fossil fuels, labor and highway construction materials such as 
cement, aggregate and bituminous material would be expended.  Additionally, large 
amounts of labor and natural resources would be used in the fabrication and preparation 
of construction materials.  These materials are generally not retrievable.  However, they 
are not in short supply and their use will not have an adverse effect upon the continued 
availability of these resources.  Any construction will also require a substantial one-time 
expenditure of both State and Federal funds which are not retrievable.  

In addition, for much of the project area, highway use will supplant agricultural use, 
possibly changing the land use in that area forever by providing a means to develop 
residential housing.  Some the land converted to highway use is prime farmland, which 
cannot easily be changed back into farmland once the road is built. This conversion is 
already happening via the approval of development permits by the City of Lincoln.  

Vernal pools will also be irretrievably lost to the highway project.  Vernal pools are 
tens of thousands years in the making, and require specific geologic and topographic 
conditions in order to occur.  Success in reproducing and replacing vernal pools has been 
uncertain.  Together with the loss of the vernal pools will be the plants and animals that 
inhabit vernal pools, such as the vernal pool fairy shrimp.  Due to the incremental loss of 
their habitat throughout the Sacramento Valley region, their continued existence is 
uncertain.  

The commitment of these resources is based upon the concept that residents in the 
immediate area, State and region will benefit by the improved quality of the 
transportation system.  These benefits will consist of improved accessibility and safety, 
savings in time and greater availability of quality services, which are anticipated to 
outweigh the commitment of these resources. 


